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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on February 9, 2004 has 
been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4-8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot dependent from any other multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 4-8 have not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: "an" on line 14 
should be deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 13 recites 
the limitation "method" in the line 1. Since claim 12 is a "reception terminal device" and 
not a "method," it is suggested that the applicant amend claim 13 to read "The reception 
terminal device according to claim 12." The claim has been examined with "method" 
replaced with "reception terminal device". Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 24-25 are non-functional descriptive 
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material. They relate to storing "data" rather than something functional. See MPEP 
2106. 

Double Patenting 

Applicant is advised that should claims 1-2 be found allowable, claims 18-19 will 
be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-3, 9-10, 14-15, 18-19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Reimer et al (US 5,696,905). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Reimer teaches a method for using a reception terminal 
device comprising: storing object image information for object images to be displayed 
on a screen according to a stream, and display timing information at which said object 
images are to be displayed, in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 10A, 
Fig. 22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 1-16 
Tables are stored in databases 112 and 122 relate actor and/or products displayed with 
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a display time and/or a scene); when an object image is displayed on the screen on a 
basis of said transmission stream being received, and when a first command is received 
from a user, acquiring command timing information at the time that said first command 
is received on a basis of prescribed timing management information which is contained 
in said transmission stream (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 
lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about merchandise in a scene, the scene is 
identified); and identifying said displayed object image based on said acquired 
command timing information (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 
1-19 Products associated with the scene are identified). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Reimer teaches wherein the method includes displaying 
object image information for said identified object image on said screen when a second 
command has been received from the user (See Fig. 21 , Step 21 10 Coi. 23 lines 31-67, 
Col. 24 lines 1-19 User selects specific object from a list and receive specific 
information). 

4. Regarding claims 3/1 and 3/2, Reimer teaches the method according to claims 1 
or 2, wherein said timing management information indicates a relative position from a 
prescribed position on the time axis of said transmission stream (See Fig. 10A, Fig. 22A 
and Col. 17 lines 10-14, 51-63, Col. 23 lines 4-16). 

5. Regarding claim 9, Reimer teaches a method for using a reception terminal 
device comprising: storing object images to be displayed on a screen on the basis of a 
video and/or audio broadcasting stream which is contained in a transmission stream 
being received, and display timing information at which said object images are to be 
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displayed, in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 10A, Fig. 22A Col. 6 
lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 1-16 Object images 
and tables relating actor and/or products displayed with a display time and/or a scene 
are stored in databases 112 and 122); when an object image is displayed on the screen 
on the basis of said video broadcasting stream contained in said received transmission 
stream, and when a first command is received from a user, acquiring command timing 
information for the time at which said first command is received on a basis of timing 
management information contained in said transmission stream (See Fig. 21, Step 
2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about 
merchandise in a scene, the scene is identified); identifying said displayed object image 
based on said acquired command timing information and said stored display timing 
information (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products 
associated with scene are identified); after the object image has been identified, 
extracting object image information for said identified object image from the data 
broadcasting stream which is contained in the received transmission stream (See Fig. 
21, Step 2108 Col. 23 lines 47-54). 

6. Regarding claim 10, Reimer teaches wherein the method includes displaying 
said extracted object image information on said screen, if a second command is 
received from the user (See Fig. 21, Step 21 10 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 
User selects specific object from a list and receives specific information). 

7. Regarding claim 14, Reimer teaches a television device comprising: receiving 
means for receiving transmission stream (See Fig. 1 User devices 106 Col. 6 lines 32- 
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45); generating means for generating video signals by encoding a first independent 
stream contained in the transmission stream received by said receiving means (See 
Col. 15 lines 1 1-65 A movie is sent to a user in digital form. Thus generating means for 
generating video signals by encoding is inherent); first display control means for 
displaying video based on said video signals generated by said generating means, on a 
screen, in accordance with timing management information contained in the 
transmission stream received by said receiving means (See Col. 6 lines 21-31); storing 
means for storing object image information for object images in the video to be 
displayed on said screen, and display timing information at which said object images 
are to be displayed, in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 10A, Fig. 22A 
Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 1-16 Tables are 
stored in databases 112 and 122 relate actor and/or products displayed with a display 
time and/or a scene); first operation receiving means for receiving a first command 
according to operations performed by user (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 
31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about merchandise in a 
scene, the scene is identified); timing information acquiring means for acquiring 
command timing information for the time at which said first command is received by said 
first operating receiving means, on the basis of said timing management information 
(See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a 
first user query about merchandise in a scene, the scene is identified); and identifying 
means for identifying a displayed object image on the basis of command timing 
information acquired by said timing information acquiring means and the display timing 
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information stored in said storing means (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, 
Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products associated with the scene are identified). 

8. Regarding claim 15, Reimer teaches the television device further comprising: 
second operation receiving means for receiving a second command from the user (See 
Fig. 21, Step 2110 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 User selects specific object 
from a list and receives specific information); and second display control means for 
displaying object image information identified by said identifying means in accordance 
with a second command received by said second operating receiving means (See Col. 
6 lines 21-31). 

9. Regarding claim 18, Reimer teaches a control method for a reception terminal 
device comprising: storing object image information for object images to be displayed 
on a screen on a basis of a transmission stream, and display timing information at which 
said object images are to be displayed, in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 
Fig. 10A, Fig. 22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 
lines 1-16 Tables are stored in databases 112 and 122 relate actor and/or products 
displayed with a display time and/or a scene); when an object image displayed on the 
screen on the basis of the received transmission stream, and when a first command is 
received from a user, acquiring command timing information for the time at which said 
first command is received on the basis of prescribed timing management information 
contained in said received transmission stream (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 
lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about merchandise in a 
scene, the scene is identified); and identifying said displayed object image on the basis 
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of said acquired command timing information and said stored display timing information 
(See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products associated with 
scene are identified). 

10. Regarding claim 19, Reimer teaches wherein the method further comprises 
displaying object image information for said identified object image on said screen when 
a second command is received from the user (See Fig. 21, Step 21 10 Col. 23 lines 31- 
67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 User selects specific object from a list and receive specific 
information). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reimer 
in view of Metz (US 5,768,539). 

12. Regarding claim 11, Reimer differs from the claimed invention in that Reimer . 
does not necessarily transmit object image information in a repeated fashion at 
prescribed intervals wherein said reception terminal device extracts object image 
information for said identified object image from the object image information group 
transmitted in repeated fashion at prescribed intervals by said data broadcasting 
stream. However, transmitting information in a repeated fashion at prescribed intervals 
wherein a reception terminal receives this information i.e. using a carousel method is 
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well known in the art as taught by Metz (Col. 4 lines 18-29). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Reimer so that object image information was transmitted using a carousel method as 
taught by Metz. Carousel method transmission methods are advantageous in that the 
method allows the receivers information even if reception is momentarily interrupted. 

13. Claims 12-13 and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reimer et al in view of Broadwin et al. (US 5,903,816). 

14. Regarding claim 12, Reimer teaches a reception terminal device comprising: 
receiving means for receiving transmission stream (See Fig. 1 User devices 106 Col. 6 
lines 32-45); timing information acquiring means for acquiring command timing 
information for the time that said first command is received on a basis of timing 
management information, when object images are displayed on the screen on a basis of 
timing management information and a first independent stream contained in said 
received transmission stream, and when a first command according to operations by a 
user has been received (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 
1-19 When a movie is displayed a user submits a query about a object in a scene. 
Upon receiving a first user query about merchandise in a scene, the scene is identified); 
and identifying means for identifying a displayed object image on the basis of said 
command timing information acquired by said timing information acquiring means and 
the display timing information stored in said storing means (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 
23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products associated with the scene are identified). 
Reimer differs from the claimed invention in that the object image information and 
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display timing information are not necessarily stored at the User devices. This data, 
which is in the form of index tables, is typically stored at database 122 (See Col. 7 lines 
40-58). In a similar endeavor, Broadwin teaches where information that is transmitted 
to the user upon request can also be sent to the user in advance and stored locally at 
the set top box to be accessed locally when needed (See Col. 3 lines 8-16 and Col. 1 1 
lines 36-62). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Reimer so that the index tables were stored in 
the User Device 106 as taught by Broadwin to reduce navigation latency and improve 
system performance (See Broadwin Col. 3 lines 8-17). 

15. Regarding claim 13, Reimer modified with Broadwin teaches wherein said 
reception terminal device comprises display control means for displaying, on said 
screen, object image information for the object image identified by said identifying 
means, when a second command from the user has been received (See Reimer Fig. 2 
Processor 204 Col. 8 lines 28-57 and Col. 23 lines 47-61 User selects specific item to 
be displayed). 

16. Regarding claim 20, Reimer teaches a control method for a reception terminal 
device comprising: when an object image is displayed on the screen on the basis of 
said video image broadcasting stream contained in said transmission stream having 
been received, and when a first command is received from a user, acquiring command 
timing information for the time at which said first command was received on the basis of 
timing management information contained in said transmission stream (See Fig. 21, 
Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query 



Application/Control Number: 09/806,129 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2617 

about merchandise in a scene, the scene is identified); identifying said object image on 
the basis of said acquired command timing information and said stored display timing 
information (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products 
associated with the scene are identified); and after the object image has been identified, 
extracting object image information for said identified object image from the data 
broadcasting stream contained in the received transmission stream (See Fig. 21, Step 
2108 Col. 23 lines 47-54). Reimer teaches storing object images be displayed on a 
screen on a basis of a video broadcasting stream contained in a transmission stream, 
and display timing information at which said object images are to be displayed, in a 
mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 10A, Fig. 22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 
17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 1-16 Object images and tables relating 
actor and/or products displayed with a display time and/or a scene are stored in 
databases 112 and 122). Reimer differs from the claimed invention in that the object 
image information and display timing information are not necessarily stored at the User 
devices. This data, which is in the form of index tables, is typically stored at database 
122 (See Col. 7 lines 40-58). In a similar endeavor, Broadwin teaches where 
information that is transmitted to the user upon request can also be sent to the user in 
advance and stored locally at the set top box to be accessed locally when needed (See 
Col. 3 lines 8-16 and Col. 1 1 lines 36-62). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Reimer so that the 
index tables were stored in the User Device 106 as taught by Broadwin to reduce 
navigation latency and improve system performance (See Broadwin CoL 3 lines 8-17). 
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17. Regarding claim 21, Reimer modified with Broadwin teaches the control method 
comprising: storing said extracted object image information (See Reimer Fig. 1 Fig. 
10A, Fig. 22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 
1-16); and displaying said extracted object image information on said screen, if a 
second command is received from the user (See Reimer Fig. 2 Processor 204 Col. 8 
lines 28-57 and Col. 23 lines 47-61 User selects specific item to be displayed). 

18. Regarding claim 22, Reimer teaches a storage medium for storing a program for 
realizing prescribed functions in a reception terminal device, comprising: means for 
causing a transmission stream to be received (Col. 14 lines 64-67 The user makes a 
request which causes stream to be received); means for causing object image 
information for object images to be displayed on a screen according to said 
transmission stream, and display timing information at which said object images are to 
be displayed, to be stored in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 10A, Fig. 
22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 1-16 
Tables are stored in databases 112 and 122 relate actor and/or products displayed with 
a display time and/or a scene); means for causing command timing information for the 
time that said first command was received to be acquired on the basis of timing 
management information, when object images are displayed on the screen on the basis 
of timing management information and a first independent stream contained in said 
received transmission stream, and when a first command according to operations by the 
user has been received (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 
1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about merchandise in a scene, the scene is 



Application/Control Number: 09/806,129 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2617 

identified); and means for causing the object to be identified on the basis of said 
command timing information acquired by said timing information acquiring means and 
display timing information stored in storing means (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 
31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Products associated with the scene are identified). Reimer 
differs from the claimed invention in that the object image information and display timing 
information are not necessarily stored at the User devices. This data, which is in the 
form of index tables, is typically stored at database 122 (See Col. 7 lines 40-58). In a 
similar endeavor, Broadwin teaches where information that is transmitted to the user 
upon request can also be sent to the user in advance and stored locally at the set top 
box to be accessed locally when needed (See Col. 3 lines 8-16 and Col. 11 lines 36- 
62). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Reimer so that the index tables were stored in the User 
Device 106 as taught by Broadwin to reduce navigation latency and improve system 
performance (See Broadwin Col. 3 lines 8-17). 

19. Regarding claim 23, Reimer modified with Broadwin teaches a storage medium 
for storing a program according to claim 22, said program further comprises: means for 
causing object image information for the object image identified by said identifying 
means to be displayed on said screen, when a second command from the user has 
been received (See Reimer Fig. 2 Processor 204 Col. 8 lines 28-57 and Col. 23 lines 
47-61 User selects specific item to be displayed). 

20. Regarding claims 24-25, claims 24-25 are discussed and rejected according to 
claims 22-23. 
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21. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reimer et al. in view of Wistendahl et al. (US 5,708,845). 

22. Regarding claim 16, Reimer teaches a method for using a reception terminal 
device comprising: storing object image information for object images to be displayed 
on a screen according to a transmission stream, display timing information at which said 
object images are to be displayed, in a mutually corresponding fashion (See Fig. 1 Fig. 
10A, Fig. 22A Col. 6 lines 20-45, Col. 17 lines 51-63, Col. 22 lines 60-67, Col. 23 lines 
1-16 Tables are stored in databases 112 and 122 relate actor and/or products displayed 
with a display time and/or a scene); and when a first command has been received from 
the user, after an object image is displayed on the screen on the basis of the received 
transmission stream, acquiring command timing information for the time at which said 
first command has been received, the basis of prescribed timing management 
information contained in said received transmission stream (See Fig. 21, Step 2104, 
and Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 Upon receiving a first user query about 
merchandise in a scene, the scene is identified); and identifying said displayed object 
image on the basis of said acquired command timing information, said stored display 
timing information (See Fig. 21, Step 2106 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 
Products associated with the scene are identified). Reimer differs from the claimed 
invention in that screen position information at which said object images are to be 
displayed is not necessarily stored; and objects are not identified according to positional 
information acquired according to a position command operation performed by the user. 
However, using positional information acquired according to a position command 
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operation performed by the user to identify an object displayed on a screen is well 
known in the art as taught by Wistendahl (See Col. 5 lines 45-67). Thus, is would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was to modify 
Reimer to use positional information acquired according to a position command 
operation performed by the user to identify an object displayed on a screen as taught by 
Wistendahl to allow user to select one of a plurality of objects appearing on the screen 
(Wistendahl Col. 5 lines 46-50). 

23. Regarding claim 17, Reimer modified with Wistendahl teaches wherein said 
reception terminal device displays object image information for said identified object 
image on said screen when a second command is received from the user (See Reimer 
Fig. 21, Step 2110 Col. 23 lines 31-67, Col. 24 lines 1-19 User selects specific object 
from a list and receive specific information). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
primary, Ngoc Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JF 6/24/2005 
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